MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
SOUTH HETTON PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON TUESDAY 18 JANUARY 2022

Present: Councillors G Rodgers (Chair), C Charters, S Mason, R Stephenson,
J Shand, L Wass, P Casson, D Rodgers

Also Present: County Councillors Hood and Cochrane, Mrs J Allen, Ms V Booth

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were no apologies for absence submitted.

2. OPEN FORUM
There were no questions from members of the public.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
There were no declarations of interest.

4. JOY ALLEN - POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER

Joy Allen, Police and Crime Commissioner was in attendance. She explained that a
survey had been conducted on what the public perceived as the priorities to address
which informed the Police and Crime Plan. Issues from the survey were anti social
behaviour, drug use and drug dealing, fly tipping, speeding vehicles and vandalism.
All of the constituencies had been consistent in what they felt were their issues.

There were six themes to the plan to address the issues raised in the survey. Safer
business, safer communities, safer online, safer people, safer roads and safer
countryside.

Appointments had been made to the posts of ASB Champion and Victims, Domestic
Violence and Survivors Champion.

A number of initiatives were explained including community speedwatch, SNAP
which was to retrieve evidence from dashcams.

Concern was expressed by Members regarding cars racing through the village
mainly on an evening and weekend and the parish had been advised that traffic
calming measures could not be installed on the “A” road.

Concerns were also expressed that the police report received from the police always
stated that there was no suspect and no further action.

Joy Allen advised that there was a recruitment campaign for police officers. From
2010 to 2020 County Durham and Darlington had lost 27% of their officers. This was
in comparison to North Yorkshire who lost 4% and Surrey who lost 3%.

The Chair thanked Joy for her attendance.
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POLICE REPORT

Consideration was given to the police report, which had previously been circulated to
Members. There had been 100 calls from 17.11.21 to 15.1.22. ASB — 8, Burglary —
4, Vehicle — 3, theft and handling — 1. There was to be an online PACT on 19
January 2022 from 6pm.

RESOLVED that the information given be noted.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16 NOVEMBER 2021, a copy of which had
been circulated to each Member were approved and signed by the Chair.

MATTERS ARISING

a) Speeding through the village — a response had been received from Maxine
Stubbs, Durham Police which gave details of previous community speedwatch that
had taken place. Traffic calming measures could not be implemented on the main
road through the village. The mobile safety camera would be deployed in the near
future.

b) Planning application consultation process — on receipt of amended plans, there
was a further 14 days consultation.

c) Off Road Nuisance — following a site visit, options were discussed to try to alleviate
the issues of off road motorcycle nuisance to residents near Hutton Court. Works to
provide boulders, install 5 anti-motorcycle barriers and a 3m boom gate had been
priced. County Councillors had committed £8000 to the scheme and grant funding
could be sought.

RESOLVED that applications be submitted to DCCs s106 funding and Believe
Housing large community grant.

PLANNING MATTERS
a) Planning Applications - None

b) Planning Approvals
DM/21/03933/FPA Ground floor extension to lounge at 35 Phalp Street, South
Hetton

CORRESPONDENCE - There was no correspondence.
DONATIONS

RESOLVED that the following donations be agreed for festivities that had taken
place over the Christmas period

- Durham Miners Association Brass Band £200
- Chris Baird £35
- South Hetton Community Association £100

Queens Jubilee - It was suggested that a sub committee be formed to discuss and
plan activities in the village for the Queens Jubilee. Members of the public would be
invited to participate.

RESOLVED that £5000 be set aside for this purpose.
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FINANCIAL POSITION — BANK RECONCILIATION

The Clerk submitted a report setting out the bank reconciliation for December 2021.
RESOLVED that the report be agreed and the information given be noted.
BUDGET 2020/21

The Clerk submitted a report setting out details of income and expenditure for 2021-
22.

RESOLVED that the report be received and the information given be noted.
ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED that the following invoices for payment by the Clerk be endorsed.

DATE PAYEE DESCRIPTION | CHEQUE AMOUN
NO/DD/T/IB | T
ACS
9.11.21 CO-OP BANK bank fees T £6.98
12.11.21 EE Itd mobile phone T £12.00
14.11.21 Trade UK materials T £25.99
14.11.21 E.on Utilities T £188.59
rosate/woodchip/g
16.11.21 P Hutchinson & Son reen waste 102753 £528.00
16.11.21 Playdale Playgrounds nuts/bolts 102754 £16.85
16.11.21 CDALC training 102755 £10.00
16.11.21 SLCC Subscription 102756 £166.00
15.11.21 DCC - BACS salaries T £3,233.69
19.11.21 DCC - BACS Salary Deductions T £1,537.93
25.11.21 British Gas Utilities T £65.71
winter bedding
25.11.21 Darlington Borough Council plants T £1,283.71
2.12.21 Snowdon and Wallace groundworks 102757 £1,440.00
emergency call
212.21 LES electrical solutions out to cricket club 102760 £80.00
2.12.21 P Hutchinson & Son green waste 102759 £12.00
8.12.21 J Collins expenses T £194.68
8.12.21 D Golden fuel T £24.89
9.12.21 CO-OP BANK bank fees T £6.98
13.12.21 EE Itd mobile phone T £12.00
15.12.21 DCC - BACS Salaries T £3,233.49
materials for
16.12.21 J T Dove bowls T £598.10
16.12.21 E.on Utilities T £193.81
16.12.21 British Gas Utilities T £63.93
16.12.21 Trade UK materials T £85.25
16.12.21 Durham County Council service - mower 102761 £853.14
17.12.21 DCC - BACS Salary Deductions T £1,537.93
21.12.21 Premier Waste general waste T £183.10
21.12.21 Wave Utilities T £29.11
21.12.21 Wave Utilities T £7.70
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South Hetton Community
21.12.21 Association xmas donation 102762 £100.00
Durham Miners Ass Brass
21.12.21 Band xmas donation 102763 £200.00
xmas donation-
21.12.21 Chris Baird diesel 102764 £35.00
5.1.21 CO-OP BANK bank fees T £30.00
repair of waste
5.1.21 Creative Ape Fabrications bins T £150.00
5.1.21 Joanne Collins expenses T £190.90

ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE PACKAGE

Consideration was given to the purchase of an accounting software package for the
parish council. The Clerk had attended a demonstration on the two packages that
were available.

RESOLVED that the council purchase RBS Rialtas — Alpha Accounting.
ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk advised that the eastern side of the fence at the allotments had been
damaged by Storm Arwen. Two estimates had been received. The third company
had not submitted their quotation.

RESOLVED that the Clerk endeavour to obtain a third quote.

BUDGET 2022/23

Consideration was given to the report of The Clerk which set out details of the
proposed precept for 2022/23, a copy of which had been circulated.

RESOLVED that:

a) a budget of £124,998.54 be agreed

b) note that the LCTRS Grant will be £12,319

c) agree that the net precept request will be £109,000

d) agree that fees and charges remain the same as the previous year.
WELFARE MATTERS

Proposals for improvements to the Welfare Park would be circulated for discussion at
the next meeting.

REPORTS

a) Durham County Council

Councillor Hood advised that the neighbourhood budget had £27,000 to spend
across the 3 villages. From this years’ budget, £3,500 had been agreed for ipads
and £8000 for computers in the primary school. £1,000 towards a long lense camera
for the police and £1,000 for the cricket club. £8,000 was also allocated for the
boulder solution for the off road motorcycle nuisance.
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b) EAAP

The Chair advised that some projects were agreed at the last meeting. There was
some issues around crime and the strategies to tackle crime. Local members were
not invited to meetings as they were held with senior police officers to discuss
individuals who had committed crimes.

Applications for food at half term were open and needed to be submitted in a timely
manner.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on 15 February 2022. The meeting in March will be
changed to be held on 22,



