
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  

SOUTH HETTON PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD ON TUESDAY 17 JANUARY 2023 

Present: Councillors G Rodgers, S Mason, C Charters, R Stephenson, J 
Shand, L Wass, P Casson, D Rodgers and L Haswell 

  

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of County Councillors C Hood and I 
Cochrane   

 
2. OPEN FORUM 
 
 There were no questions from members of the public. 
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
4. POLICE REPORT 
 

Consideration was given to the police report, which had previously been circulated to 
Members.  There had been 67 calls, ASB – 0, Nuisance/Environmental – 0, Burglary 
– 2, Criminal Damage – 4, Vehicle – 3, Theft and handling - 1.   
 
The next face to face PACT will be 19 January at 7pm in the Robin Todd Centre. 

On 13th January Neighbourhood Officers seized a stolen motorbike from the South 
Hetton area.   
 
On 8th December 2022 Neighbourhood Officers attended South Hetton Primary 
school and delivered an Online Safety session to children from years 5 and 6. 
 
RESOLVED that the information given be noted. 

 
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22 NOVEMBER 2022, a copy of which had 

been circulated to each Member were approved and signed by the Chair. 
 
6. MATTERS ARISING 
  
 There were no matters arising. 
 
7. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

a) Planning Applications 
 
DM/22/03152/FPA Single storey extension at 22 Brydon Crescent, South Hetton  
 
RESOLVED that no objections be made. 
 



 

DM/22/03069/FPA Retention of 1.778m high wall and gates at 22 Charters 
Crescent, South Hetton 
 
Concerns were expressed regarding the height of the wall and that it was not in 
keeping with the housing estate and the neighbouring properties. The visual 
amenity of neighbouring properties would be greatly affected.  Highway safety 
was also a concern due to the location of the property on the corner. 
 
RESOLVED that an objection be made. 

 
b) Planning Approvals  

 
DM/22/03085/HRN Removal of 120m hedgerow at Hedgerow North West Of East 
Durham Garden Centre, Easington  
 
DM/22/03081/HRN Removal of 155m hedgerow at Hedgerow North West Of East 
Durham Garden Centre, Easington 

 
8. CORRESPONDENCE 

There was no correspondence. 

9. FINANCIAL POSITION – BANK RECONCILIATION 

 The Clerk submitted a report setting out the bank reconciliation for December 2022. 
 
 RESOLVED that the report be agreed and the information given be noted. 
 
10. BUDGET 2022/23 
 

The Clerk submitted a report setting out details of income and expenditure for 2022-
23. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be received and the information given be noted. 

 
11. ACCOUNTS 
 
 RESOLVED that the following invoices for payment by the Clerk be endorsed. 
  

DATE PAYEE REFERENCE 
 

AMOUNT 
PAID 
£ 

DESCRIPTION 
 
 

 
 
14/11/2022 

 
 
EE Ltd 

 
 
DD 

 
 

22.99 

 
 

Mobile Phone 
15/11/2022 Groundsman1 BACS 2,438.86 Salary - November 
15/11/2022 Groundsman2 BACS 2,228.10 Salary - November 
15/11/2022 Clerk BACS 961.83 Salary - November 
15/11/2022 Groundsman 3 BACS 1,053.32 Salary - November 
15/11/2022 Royal British 

Legion 
102788 50.00 Poppy Appeal 

18/11/2022 Groundsman1 BACS 761.40 Salary Deductions - 
October 

18/11/2022 Groundsman2 BACS 761.40 Salary Deductions - 
October 



 

18/11/2022 Clerk BACS 170.93 Salary Deductions - 
October 

20/11/2022 Durham County 
Council 

TRANSFER 190.84 Lighting Repair 

20/11/2022 Trade UK TRANSFER 193.90 clothing/signs 
21/11/2022 Ropery Roofing TRANSFER 360.00 Repair garage roof 
21/11/2022 E.on Next TRANSFER 174.57 Electricity 
22/11/2022 Durham Miners 

Brass Band 
Assoc 

102789 300.00 Donation - 
Remembrance 

22/11/2022 Durham Miners 
Brass Band 
Assoc 

102790 400.00 Donation - Xmas 
Carols 

28/11/2022 Premier Tree 
Services 

TRANSFER 480.00 remove tree 

01/12/2022 Society of Local 
Council Clerk 

TRANSFER 171.00 Subscription 

01/12/2022 Joanne Collins TRANSFER 202.53 Expenses - 
December 

02/12/2022 The Right Fuel 
Card Co Ltd 

DD 19.97 Fuel - December 

09/12/2022 Durham County 
Council 

TRANSFER 109.82 Service of Machinery 

09/12/2022 Aitken's 
Sportsturf Ltd 

TRANSFER 187.20 Vision Cleanmax 

09/12/2022 The Right Fuel 
Card Co Ltd 

DD 1.20 Fuel - December 

09/12/2022 Co-operative 
Bank 

BACS 7.12 Bank Fees 

12/12/2022 EE Ltd DD 36.08 Mobile Phone - 
December 

15/12/2022 South Hetton 
Primary School 

102791 1,000.00 Donation - Fence 

15/12/2022 Groundsman2 BACS 1,516.44 Salary - December 
15/12/2022 Clerk BACS 692.41 Salary - December 
15/12/2022 Groundsman 3 BACS 587.09 Salary - December 
18/12/2022 British Gas TRANSFER 132.60 Gas - Sept/Oct 
18/12/2022 E.on Next TRANSFER 180.81 Electricity - November 
18/12/2022 Premier Waste 

Recycling Ltd 
TRANSFER 248.93 Recycling 

19/12/2022 Groundsman1 BACS 1,119.28 Salary Deduction - 
November 

19/12/2022 Groundsman2 BACS 1,631.09 Salary Deduction - 
November 

19/12/2022 Clerk BACS 332.87 Salary Deduction - 
November 

19/12/2022 Groundsman 3 BACS 0.72 Salary Deduction - 
November 

28/12/2022 Co-operative 
Bank 

DD 24.00 Credit Card Fee 

 
 
 



 

12. BUDGET 2022/23 
 

Consideration was given to the report of The Clerk which set out details of the 
proposed precept for 2023/24, a copy of which had been circulated. 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
a) a budget of £124,404 be agreed 
 
b) note that the LCTRS Grant will be £15,642 
 
c) agree that the net precept request will be £110,000 
 
d) agree that fees and charges be as follows: 
 Allotments - £20 
 Bowls - £260 
 Football - £390 
 Cricket - £1000 
 Cricket Club Premises - £2600 

 
13. HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY 
 

Consideration was given to the Health and Safety Policy, a copy of which had been 
circulated. 

 
RESOLVED that the policy be adopted. 

 
14. GROUNDSPERSON VACANCY 
 

Consideration was given to the job description and person specification.  It would be 
advertised for 4 weeks on the Gov.uk website, Parish Council website, CDALC 
circulation and DCC’s staff bulletin board. 
 
RESOLVED the vacancy be advertised. 
 

15. GARDEN COMPETITION 
 

It was suggested that the garden competition take place in July and judging would 
take place the weekend before the end of the summer school term.  Posters 
advertising the event would be circulated.   
 
RESOLVED that garden competition be agreed. 

 
16. WELFARE MATTERS 
 

(i) The groundsman had locked the courts whilst it had been sprayed with 
chemicals to eradicate the moss.  Residents had challenged why the courts 
had been locked.  There had been a lot of dog faeces in the park as well as 
the tennis courts which was considered to be a health and safety issue if 
children were playing in the tennis courts.  

 
RESOLVED that dogs be banned from the tennis courts. 

 
(ii) Tree Grant – the grant had been agreed and the Chair would source the 

trees. 



 

 
(iii) Play Area – the inspection reports had identified some remedial works in the 

play areas. 
 

RESOLVED that the works to the play areas be authorised. 
 

 
17. REPORTS 
 a) Durham County Council 

There was no report to consider. 
 
b) EAAP 
There was no report to consider.  
. 

18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The residents from Ravensworth Court area be invited to attend prior to the 
commencement of the meeting to discuss what they would like to see 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21 February 2023 at 7pm.  All future 
meetings were to be held at 6pm from March 2023. 
 

  
 


