
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

SOUTH HETTON PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD ON MONDAY 18 APRIL 2023 

Present: Councillors G Rodgers, R Stephenson, P Casson, D Rodgers, C 
Charters, L Wass and L Haswell 

Also Present: N Shepherd  

  

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors S Mason, C Hood 
and I Cochrane.  

 
2. OPEN FORUM 
 
 There were no members of the public present. 
 
3. HERITAGE 100 
 

Kieron Young, Project Manager explained that the Walk and Talk Trust were creating 
100 circular walks across County Durham.  These would be combined with a story of 
the area.  The walks would be recorded on mapping software and walkers would be 
able to navigate through their phones.  Durham County Council had pledged their 
support along with other agencies for example County Durham Sport and Windfarms.  
He would be attending schools to provide the history of the stories.  It was hoped that 
their would be some custodians who could regularly check the route. 
 
Each walk cost £7,000 which included the posts, writing of the story, disc, project 
time, labour costs and attending the local schools. 
 
The Chair commented that it was a very exciting project and she was sure the 3 
schools in the Ward could do something jointly as well as all 3 parishes making a 
contribution. 
 
RESOLVED that the parish council commit to being part of the project with the 
amount of funding to be agreed once all parish councils had been contacted. 
 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
5. POLICE REPORT 
 

Consideration was given to the police report, which had previously been circulated to 
Members.  There had been 59 calls, ASB – 0, Nuisance/Environmental – 0, Burglary 
– 0, Criminal Damage – 2, Vehicle – 1, Theft and handling – 0, Personal - 0.   
 
The next face to face PACT will be 11 May at 6pm in the Robin Todd Centre. 

A number of cannabis plants were seized and an arrest made. 
 



 

RESOLVED that the information given be noted. 
 
6. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20 MARCH 2023, a copy of which had 

been circulated to each Member were approved and signed by the Chair. 
 
7. MATTERS ARISING 
 
 There were no matters arising. 
  
8. PARISH COUNCIL CO-OPTION 
 
 One candidate had expressed an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor.  She had 

applied with her reasons for wanting to be a Councillor. 
 
 RESOLVED that Nicola Shepherd be co-oped to the Parish Council. 
 
9. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

a) Planning Applications 
DM/23/00749/VOC Variation of condition 2 of planning approval 
DM/22/00763/FPA relating to a change in house types and the addition of a 
double garage to plot 1 at The Old Vicarage, South Hetton 
 
RESOLVED that no objection be made. 
 
DM/23/01022/FPA Single-storey front extension at 13 Jamieson Terrace, South 
Hetton 
 
RESOLVED that no objection be made. 

 
b) Planning Approvals  - none  

 
10. CORRESPONDENCE 

South Hetton Band and Banner Association had requested financial assistance.  
Councillor Hood had committed £500 through the small grants fund.  The Chair 
advised that the parish council would complete the funding application on their behalf 
and suggested that they match funded every year. 

RESOLVED that the parish council apply for £500 from the County Councillors small 
grants fund and match fund £500.  £500 should be placed in the budget each year for 
this purpose. 

11. FINANCIAL POSITION – BANK RECONCILIATION 

 The Clerk submitted a report setting out the bank reconciliation for March 2023. 
 
 RESOLVED that the report be agreed and the information given be noted. 
 
12. BUDGET 2022/23 
 

The Clerk submitted a report setting out details of income and expenditure for 2022-
23. 
 



 

RESOLVED that the report be received and the information given be noted. 
 
13. ACCOUNTS 
 
 RESOLVED that the following invoices for payment by the Clerk be endorsed. 
 
  

Date Paid Payee Name Reference Amount 
Paid 

Transaction Detail 

06/03/2023 Joanne Collins TRANSFER 187.53 Expenses 

09/03/2023 Co-operative 
Bank 

BACS 6.98 Bank Fees 

10/03/2023 The Right Fuel 
Card Co Ltd 

DD 61.20 Fuel - February 

13/03/2023 EE Ltd DD 33.29 Mobile Phone - March 

15/03/2023 Rickerby Ltd 102793 17,154.00 Iseki Compact Tractor 

15/03/2023 Groundsman 2 BACS 1,516.44 Salary - March 

15/03/2023 Clerk BACS 692.41 Salary - March 

15/03/2023 Groundsman 3 BACS 594.91 Salary - March 

17/03/2023 Groundsman 2 BACS 852.40 Salary deductions - February 

17/03/2023 Clerk BACS 187.82 Salary deductions - February 

18/03/2023 British Gas TRANSFER 55.22 Gas - February 

18/03/2023 Anglian Water 
Business 

TRANSFER 1,154.13 Water - Dec-March 

18/03/2023 Anglian Water 
Business 

TRANSFER 24.84 Water/Allotments - Dec-March 

18/03/2023 E.on Next TRANSFER 170.00 Electricity - February 

18/03/2023 Trade UK TRANSFER 78.21 Fence Paint 

18/03/2023 Premier Waste 
Recycling Ltd 

TRANSFER 339.42 Recycling - February 

18/03/2023 Aitken's 
Sportsturf Ltd 

TRANSFER 113.52 Rabbit Deterrent 

18/03/2023 Durham County 
Council 

TRANSFER 369.16 Service of Equipment 

18/03/2023 Durham County 
Council 

TRANSFER 1,578.00 Repairs to Play areas 

26/03/2023 Durham County 
Council 

TRANSFER 300.00 HR Advisory Service SLA 

27/03/2023 South Hetton 
Cricket Club 

TRANSFER 3,450.00 Refurb of Cricket Club toilets 

27/03/2023 Co-operative 
Bank 

DD 112.34 Bin liners/basketball/brushes 

31/03/2023 Aitken's 
Sportsturf Ltd 

TRANSFER 1,380.00 Vitax Sprayer 

31/03/2023 Durham County 
Council 

TRANSFER 1,441.14 Play Area Inspections 

05/04/2023 Co-operative 
Bank 

BACS 30.00 Bank Fees 

06/04/2023 British Gas TRANSFER 56.05 Gas - March 

06/04/2023 Clerk TRANSFER 202.83 Expenses - April 

06/04/2023 Co Durham Ass 
Local Councils 

TRANSFER 374.57 Subscription 

06/04/2023 Rickerby Ltd TRANSFER 80.45 Registration/Number Plate 

10/04/2023 E.on Next TRANSFER 174.01 Electric - March 

 
 



 

 
 
14. ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2022/23 
 

Consideration was given to the report of the Internal Auditor which examined the 
system of internal controls that were in place to ensure that the Parish Council may 
obtain an adequate level of assurances for its activities, a copy of which had been 
circulated.  
 
The report gave details of the annual review of the internal control arrangements 
within the Council. Members were advised that all Local Councils in England were 
expected to complete an Annual Return which summarised their annual activities at 
the completion of each financial year. It was Members responsibility to ensure that 
financial management was adequate and effective and the Council had a sound 
system of internal controls.  
 
A section within the Annual Return had been completed by the Parish Council’s 
independent internal auditor and in his view the system of internal controls were 
adequate for the purpose intended and had been operated effectively.  
 
The Report recommended that the key controls within the Parish Council were 
working satisfactory with only minor recommendations made which would improve 
the internal controls of the Council.  He had recommended that the Council opened 
another bank account to transfer excess monies so that all Council monies were 
protected by the Financial Services Protection Scheme. 
 
RESOLVED that the Internal Audit Report 2022/2023 be accepted and note the 
recommendations, however this was felt unnecessary to open a further bank 
account. 

 
15. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2022/23 
 

RESOLVED that the annual governance statement be approved and the following 
confirmed:  

 
1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the 
year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements.  

 
2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures 
designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.  
 
3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of 
actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and proper practices that 
could have a significant financial effect on the ability of this authority to conduct its 
business or manage its finances.  
 
4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights 
in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.  
 
5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this authority and took 
appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal 
controls and/or external insurance cover where required.  
 
6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal 
audit of the council’s accounting records and control systems.  



 

 
7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and 
external audit.  
 
8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or 
transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on 
the council and, where appropriate, included them in the accounting statements. 

 
16. ACCOUNTING STATEMENT 2022/23 
 

Consideration was given to the Statement of Accounts and asset register for the Year 
Ended 31 March 2023, a copy of which had been circulated.  
 
RESOLVED that the Statement of Accounts and asset register be approved. 

 
17. UPDATES AND DECISIONS 

- Churchyard Daffodils – The church had planted 2000 daffodil bulbs in the millenium 
but had been cut down before they had the chance to flower.  They were being treat 
in the hope they would come back but if not then they would need replacing. 
 
- Ravensworth Park Improvements – the funding application was still being 
considered, however Councillors should have a look at the area to ascertain what 
would be required and the location. 
 
- Spring Clean in the village had been re-organised for Thursday 20 April. 
 
- Equipment for tractor – A slitter and weights were required for the tractor at a cost 
of £2250 and £460 plus VAT 
 
RESOLVED that the equipment be ordered. 
 

18. WELFARE MATTERS  
 

The football field is often not playable after the Saturday team has played.  The 
Groundsman confirmed that the Sunday team had not played that week and the pitch 
would not have been in a playable state.  The groundsman had ordered the seeds 
and would carry out the maintenance this year. 
 
RESOLVED that notice be given to the Saturday team. 

 
19. REPORTS 
 a) Durham County Council 
 There was nothing to report. 

 
b) EAAP 
The meeting would be held on 19 April 2023. 
 

20. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 16 May 2023 at 7pm.    
 
 

 


